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Charlotte, NC:  The Seniors’ Health Insurance Information Program (SHIIP) reminds all Medicare beneficiaries currently enrolled in a Medicare Part D prescription drug plan or a Medicare Advantage Plan to keep an eye out for their annual notice of change expected in October. The notices review the included coverage benefits and outline any benefit changes for 2009.

Beneficiaries should read all of the information included in the notice carefully especially the information about premium increases, copayments or coinsurance changes, listing of prescription drugs covered —called the drug formulary — and the Evidence of Coverage (EOC) document that explains how to obtain the plan’s benefits. Please note: information included in the notice depends on the type of plan in which a beneficiary is currently enrolled; for example, if a beneficiary doesn’t currently have Medicare prescription drug coverage, then the notice will not include a drug formulary.

While reviewing your annual notice of change, SHIIP recommends the following considerations:

· How much will the monthly premium increase in 2009?

· How much will the copayment/coinsurance amounts increase for 2009?

· Are all of your current prescription drugs still included in your plan’s formulary?

· If a prescription is not covered, are there alternative drugs available on the new formulary that my doctor will allow me to take?

· Does this plan still meet my needs?

The annual notices come just in time for beneficiaries to review their plans and make enrollment decisions for the Medicare Part D annual open enrollment period, Nov. 15 to Dec. 31. Changes made during this enrollment period go into effect on Jan. 1, 2009. For those who wish to keep their current Medicare coverage, they don’t need to do anything during the open enrollment period. For those considering a change, SHIIP can help you understand your options.

For questions about the annual notices or any other Medicare questions, contact SHIIP toll free at 800-443-9354 or visit www.ncshiip.com. To arrange an appointment with a SHIIP Volunteer Counselor, contact The Shepherd’s Center office, 704.365.1995 or keckert@shepherdscharlotte.org. 
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