Senior Fraud Alert—April 8, 2008

Don't pay for overpriced prop
deeds—AG Cooper warns

cheme charges inflated prices for public documen

Attorney General Roy Cooper reminds North Carolina ho
for a scheme that charges inflated prices for certified copi
deeds that often are available from your county governme
r a small fee.

office first received reports of this scheme in 2007 from lo
of Deeds and consumers indicating that National Deed Se
ashington, DC sent thousands of letters to North Carolina

ering to provide them with a certified copy of their prope
) $89. The Register of Deeds in most counties will p
hese deeds for a fee of less than $10.

t for companies that want you to pay them for something
le or no money elsewhere,” Cooper warns. "Property de
ords you can get from your local Register of Deeds. If yo
otices, remember that you don't need to pay this compan
our deed.”

ney General's Office recommends that if you who want co

any property you own, contact your local Register of Deed

ers receive a copy of their deed at closing. Some counties
to view deeds for free via their Web site. In many cases,
eed a certified copy of your deed and may instead print a
your county's Web site for free.

e complaints about National Deed Service or similar busin
ile a complaint with Cooper's Consumer Protection Divisio
ee 1-877-5-NO-SCAM or by visiting www.ncdoj.gov to do
form.







